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Pim  Drinkenburg obtained  a  Ph.D.  degree  (summa  cum  laude)  in  Comparative  and
Physiological  Psychology  on  “Information  Processing  in  an  Animal  Model  for  Absence
Epilepsy” at the NICI, Radboud University of Nijmegen, The Netherlands, where he initially
took  up  a  position  as  lecturer.  After  visiting  research  positions  at  the  Eòtvòs  Loránd
University and the National Institute of Neurology and Psychiatry, in Budapest, Hungary, he
worked at the Medical Research Council (MRC), Neurochemical Pathology Unit in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, UK, on novel behavioural characterisations of antipsychotics and in addition held
a honorary lectureship at the University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Following an academic appointment at the Radboud University Nijmegen, The Netherlands,
he accepted a position at Organon Laboratories Ltd., Newhouse, Scotland/UK, to head the
Behavioural Pharmacology and EEG Group. Presently, he is scientific director and Janssen
Fellow  at  Janssen  Pharmaceutica  in  Belgium  with  a  focus  on  translational  systems
neuroscience in drug discovery for the treatment of neurodegenerative disorders. 

Pim served as President of the International Pharmaco-Electroencephalography Association
(IPEG)  from  2010  till  2016.  In  addition,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Electrophysiology  PIA
Steering Committee (Alzheimer Association) and appointed as honorary UMC Fellow of the
Free University Brussels (VUB). He is a member of several editorial and scientific advisory
boards for academic neuroscience research and a Janssen Pharmaceutica contact for several
international  consortia (e.g.  Innovative Medicines Initiative IMI, Horizon2020 Marie Curie
ITN). In addition, in 2019 he was appointed as a full professor (honorary) of Translational
Neuroscience for Psychopathology at the Groningen Institute for Evolutionary Life Sciences,
Faculty of Science and Engineering, University of Groningen, The Netherlands. 

Pim  received  the  prestigious  J&J  Philip  B.  Hofmann  Award  for  outstanding  scientific
contributions to Drug Discovery and Development, and he was the 2011 recipient of The
SPARK Innovation Award.  He has (co-)authored over 125 papers in international journals
and holds numerous patents.
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